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[bookmark: _Hlk221704443]Thank you for your interest in the Ballard Innovation Award. Please complete 
and save this form, then upload it along with any supporting materials, at pyapc.com/ballard. 
You may attach any relevant documents to your submission. All submissions will be kept strictly 
confidential. Application deadline is March 18, 2026 at 11:59 p.m. EST. The top five finalists will be invited to an exclusive event at PYA on April 22, for networking and to live pitch their innovations to the Ballard Award judges and a room packed with C-suite leaders, business owners, and investors. 

For questions, please contact Katelyn Biefeldt at kbiefeldt@pyapc.com or (865) 673-0844.


	Company Name 
[bookmark: Text1]     
	Contact Name
[bookmark: Text2]     

	Contact Email
[bookmark: Text3]     
	Contact Phone
[bookmark: Text4]     

	Address
[bookmark: Text5]     
	Website and relevant URLs—videos, articles, multimedia, etc. 
[bookmark: Text6]     



Qualifications 

Is your company located in the East Tennessee (Defined as regions 1 & 2) surrounding Knoxville, Chattanooga, Upper Cumberland, or the Tri-Cities?
[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]|_| Yes    |_| No

Main location and nearest metro area:
[bookmark: Text7]     

Company history, founding team, and advisors: 
[bookmark: Text8]     

Business growth plan and target customers: 
[bookmark: Text9]     

Has your company secured financial resources of a minimum of $200,000 total?
[bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]|_| Yes.  |_| No

Please provide a capital overview since inception (revenues, investments, bootstrapping efforts, etc.) 
[bookmark: Text10]       
Innovation 

What problem are you solving?
     
	
What is your product or service? Please include the inventor of the innovation and, if licensed, from what organization?
[bookmark: Text11]     
	
What is your intellectual property position? For example, if patentable, the status – provisional, patent pending, or awarded. Write N/A if not applicable.
[bookmark: Text12]     

How does your innovation disrupt its respective market(s)? Please also identify competitors and how your product/service is differentiated.
[bookmark: Text13]     

What have been the results and/or feedback of early adopters? How have you used customer input to inform business decisions?
[bookmark: Text14]     

For commercially available innovations, please provide financial projections similar to what you would submit to a venture capital firm.
[bookmark: Text15]     

How do you gauge innovation? Describe how your company is innovative and why your innovation is truly a noteworthy solution to a specific, well-defined problem.
[bookmark: Text16]     

As the largest business advisory and accounting firm in the East Tennessee region and one of the top 100 in the nation, PYA offers an extensive list of services including: strategic planning, financial and operational analysis, outsourced CFO services, tax assistance and planning, business valuation, external audit support, accounting and advisory services, video services, and more. Which services would interest your company the most—and why?
[bookmark: Text17]     

Conclusion 

Is there anything else about your innovation or company that you would like the application review committee to be aware of?
[bookmark: Text18]     

OPTIONAL: If you would like to include a video pitch, please include the file or a link to the file in your submission.

Please submit this completed form and any supporting materials at pyapc.com/ballard. 
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